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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; ;” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 499. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 





Date. Page. 








Braces of French make, and hinge, and knife and fork of 
American make, sold in Bahia ... ae pbie .. | ard Sept. 1908 
Ramie fabrics woven in Wuchang ... ” 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm 
in Argentina... .-. | 16th July 
Shelf Hardware of American make ‘sold in Canada coy ce o. 
Polishing Grass from Antung Ae ees one cool 0 - 
Antimony refined at Wuchow 2nd _,, 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from ‘Coquilho Nuts 
grown in Brazil : 25th June 
Bolts and Wire-cutting ‘Pincers of German ‘make, ‘sold i in 
Yokohama ... ede wee eae de eee «| 4th 
i i ” ” ’ 
Ramie (various) coe eee eee ove dee \ 19th March 
Native-made Woollens from Konia.. 28th May 
Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from “ “ Megass 
Coffee produced in Angola ... - 
Artificial Silk manufactured at Padua 
Raw Cotton from the Jordan Valley 
Black Sand from the United States.. on 
Tannin Extract from Natal-grown Wattle Bark .. et va ie 
Miner’s Lamp of German make, used in Brazil ... 26th March 
Gotton Goods of German and Italian wegepe canes sold in 
Palestine... os 19th 
Raw Silk from Buenos Aires one ose " 9 
Petroleum from Commodoro Rivadavia we oul es - 99 
Rubber from Bogota .. soe ee ove eee od] 3? we 
Silk produced at Hochou ... 5th m 


Trade Enquiry Offices — — established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of India, the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices will be found on 
pp. 499-500. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 
Sealed tenders for the supply of forage, peat moss litter, and 
paillasse straw for military services, during six 
months from the lst November, 1908, will be 
received until noon on the 21st September by 
the General Officers Commanding the under- 
ment'oned districts :— 


” 


” 














Forage, Peat 
Moss Litter, and 
Paillasse Straw. 





4.54 
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Aldershot Army Corps Command 
Eastern Command, Dover District ... 
Colchester District 
Woolwich District 
Thames & Medway 

Coast Defences 
5th Division 


6th Bividion a 
: a Belfast District ... 
London District yee : 


Northern Command . 

Scottish Command van 

Southern Command, 3rd Diviaon ; 

Plymouth Coast 
Defences 

Portsmouth Coast 
Defences 


99 99 


33 3? 


Western Command .,. 
Guernsey and Alderney District 
Jersey District 


Aldershot. 
Dover. 
Colchester. 
Woolwich. 


Chatham. 

Curragh Camp. 

Dublin. 

Cork. 

Belfast. 

Horse Guards, Whitehall, 
S.W. 

York. 

Edinburgh. 

Tidworth House, Andover. 


Devonport. 


Portsmouth. 
Chester. 
Guernsey. 


Jersey. 


Forms of tender and conditions = contract may be obtained on 
application at the above-named MHead-Quarter Offices, by letter 
addressed to the Officer Commanding, Army Service Corps, or 
in person between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
are prepared to receive up to noon on the 15th 


Railway Stores. 
ing stores, viz. :— 


September tenders for the supply of the follow- 


Class A.:—(1) files; (2) galvanized strand wire for fencing ; 


(3) leather belting, hides, &c. ; 
mild steel bolts, nuts, rivets, &e. 


Class B.:—(1) bunting, canvas, &c. ; 


(4) metals; (5) wrought-iron and 


(2) paints, &c. 


Tenders must be made on forms, copies of which, with specifica- 





tions, can be obtained at the Company’s Offices, Gloucester House, 
2, 3 and 4, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, E.C., on payment 
as follows:—For Class A., 2ls. each, and for Class .B., 10s. 6d. 
each (which will not be returned). The Directors do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 
are prepared to receive tenders for the supply 
of the following stores, namely:—Points and 


Railway Stores. 
crossings ; steel fishbolts, nuts and washers ; 








Sept. 3, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 455 





Openings for British Trade. 





BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


tie-bars, gibs, &c.; copper sheets and rods. Specifications and 
forms of tender may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, 48, 
Copthall Avenue, E.C., on payment of the fee for the specifica- 
tion, which payment will not be returned. Tenders must be 
delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, marked 
‘Tender for Points and Crossings,” or, as the case may be, not 
later than 11 a.m. on the 8th September. The Directors do not 
bind themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 

are prepared to receive, up to noon on the 22nd 

Pig Iron. September, tenders for the supply of pig iron. 

Tenders must be made on forms, copies of 

which, with specifications, can be obtained on and after the 7th 

September, at the offices of the Company, Gloucester House, 2-4, 

Bishopsgate Street Without, London, E.C., on payment of 21s. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 


The official ‘‘ Indian Trade Journal” of 18th August notifies that 
a Trichinopoly correspondent, who proposes to 
start a factory for the manufacture of bottles, 
glasses, &c., desires the addresses of firms in a 
position to supply the necessary machinery. 

Applications for further particulars should be addressed to the 
Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, 5, Clive Street, 
Calcutta. 


Machinery for 
Bottle and Glass 
Factory. 





CANADA, 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained: — 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A Leicester boot and shoe manufacturer is prepared to negotiate 
with responsible persons with a view to representation in Canada. 

A London firm’ of engineers and ironfounders manufacturing 
self-oiling blocks and sheaves for pulleys desire to appoint a 
Canadian agent. 

A Liverpool firm who can advantageously supply palm, cocoanut 
and other oils, chemicals, raw rubber, gums, &c., would like to get 
into touch with soap and paper manufacturers in Canada. 

Enquiry has been received from a Lancashire firm for the names 
of Canadian producers of tallow, oil seeds, &c., desiring representa- 
tion in Great Britain. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 

A correspondent in the North of England wishes to form con- 
nections with some Canadian firms exporting peas, beans, feeding 
stuffs, &c. 

An important London firm of manufacturing chemists, distillers 
of essences and essential oils, &c., wish to open up business con- 
nections in Canada. 

A Bristol correspondent, stated to be in touch with buyers of 
large quantities of good apples, especially No. 1 golden russets, 
desires to get into touch with Canadian exporters. 

Enquiry has been received from a correspondent in the West of 
England for the names of Canadian exporters of nickel, cobalt, 
lead, silver, antimony and copper ores; also refractory copper ores 
not capable of being treated by ordinary methods of smelting. 

A Staffordshire firm manufacturing patent decorated tiles for 
walls, hearths, grate and furniture ornamentation, slabbed hearths, 
panels, floor tiles, mosaic, &c., desire to appoint agents to represent 
them in Canada. 

A Lincolnshire firm of gas engineers and ironfounders would like 
to be placed in communication with persons in Canada with a view 
to business. 

A West of England firm manufacturing portable electric tools, 
electric hoisting and transporting appliances, &c., desire to appoint 
representatives in Canada. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Canadian firm mining mica and phosphate desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom buyers. 

A Toronto firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to secure the 
representation of some reliable United Kingdom manufacturers of 
woollens, laces, or dry goods. 

A Winnipeg firm of manufacturers’ agents dealing in European 
goods desire to hear from firms in the United Kingdom desiring 
representation in Western Canada. 

Enquiry has been received from a Montreal firm for the names 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s and boys’ cloth caps 
and police and military caps and helmets, who may require repre- 
tation in Canada. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


17, Victoria Street, S.W. 
* 


* * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A firm manufacturing various kinds of machinery and engineer- 

ing tools wish to obtain the services of a Canadian resident agent. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A London firm would like to hear from Canadian growers and 
shippers of apples and other fruits wishing to appoint a representa- 
tive in Great Britain. 

A company manufacturing watches would like to extend their 
trade to the Dominion. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal would like to 
secure the representation of a first-class United Kingdom 
manufacturer of cloth caps. 

A Canadian firm manufacturing embossed mouldings, ornaments, 
balusters, pillars, and various kinds of turned goods would be 
pleased to furnish samples and quotations to United Kingdom 
importers. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto, who are in a 
position to give United Kingdom references, seek additional 
agencies, upon a commission basis, in woollens and worsteds, hosiery 
and underwear, cottons and linings, and blankets and laces. 

An old-established firm of general grocery brokers in Toronto 
are prepared to do business in additional goods dealt in by the 
wholesale grocery trade. 

A Canadian company manufacturing closet seats in large 
quantities, and also automatic wood turned goods, such as poles, 
spindles, pole-ends, rings, dowels, &c., invite correspondence from 
United Kingdom buyers. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto are prepared to 
represent additional manufacturers of dry goods of all descriptions, 
and also of millinery goods. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Offices 
of the Representative in London of the Common- 
wealth of Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W., 
whence further information regarding them 
may be obtained :— 

A firm in Melbourne desire to communicate with distributors of 
frozen lamb and mutton with a view to arranging supplies, 

A meat-preserving company in Victoria are prepared to supply 
canned meats. Samples of their beef, mutton and rabbits can be 
seen at the Office of the Agent-General for Victoria, 142, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C. 


Note.—For further information regarding these enquiries, appli- 
cation should be made to the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 





Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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QUEENSLAND. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Office of 
the Agent-General for Queensland (Commercial 


onary Enquiry Branch), 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
q whence further information regarding them 
may be obtained :— 


A Yorkshire firm of electrical and mechanical engineers and tool 
makers desire to hear from some Queensland firms willing to act 
as their agents. 

An English firm of manufacturers of electric hoists, winches, and 
electric mining machinery desire to get into touch with some firms 
in Queensland willing to act as their agents. 





EGYPT. 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded a copy of 
Photocopic the conditions, with specification and form of 
Papers tender, issued in connection with a call for 
tenders for the supply of photocopic papers 
required by the Egyptian State Railways, for a period of two 
years commencing from Ist January, 1909. Tenders must be 
made on the proper forms and enclosed in two envelopes, the 
inner being inscribed ‘“‘ Tender for the Supply of Photocopic 
Papers,” and the outer one addressed to the General Manager, 
Egyptian State Railways, Cairo, by whom tenders will be received 
up to noon on the 15th October. A provisional deposit of £E30 
will be required. The price quoted should include free delivery at 
the photocopic workshop of the Engineering Department, Cairo, 
as well as packing materials, &c. Tenders are to remain in force 
30 days from the date specified for receiving them. 

The conditions, &c., containing samples of the three qualities of 
paper required, may be obtained, price 2s., from Lieut.-Colonel 
Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, West- 
minster, S.W. A copy may be examined by British manufac- 
turers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel”” announces a call for tenders by 
the Ministry of the Interior for the supplies and 
works required for the installation of electric 
lighting in the town of Zagazig, in accordance 
with specifications and plans that may be inspected at the offices of 
the above Ministry at Cairo. Offers must be made upon stamped 
paper, and niust be received by the Under Secretary of State, 
Ministry of the Interior, Cairo, not later than noon on the 29th 
October. A guarantee equal to 10 per cent. of the amount of the 
tender will be required. 


Electric 
Lighting. 
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EGY PT —continued. 


The “ Journal Officiel” also notifies that the date for receipt of 
tenders for the construction of water supply works 
Water Works. in the town of Benha (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 16th July, p. 110) has been postponed 

to the 10th September, at noon. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 
Toncue Rails,  'ePorts that the Norwegian State Railways have 
hinesig Licht issued calls for tenders* for:—(1) the supply 
in roa nl of tongue rails—tenders to be marked “ Anbud 
Iron areca paa Leveranse av T'ungeskinner,” and delivered 
Bridge at Styrelsens for Statsbanernes Expeditions- 
kontor, Christiania, by 3 p.m. on the 18th 
September; (2) electric light installation at Moss Station —tenders 
to be marked “ Anbud paa Lysanleg, Moss Station,” and delivered 
to Distriktsingenidrenskontor, Christiania, by 3 p.m. on the 19th 
September; (3) the supply of an iron railway bridge of about 
197 tons—tenders to be marked “‘ Anbud paa Leveranse av Hens- 
fosbro,” and delivered at Styrelsens for Statsbanernes Expeditions- 
kontor, Christiania, by 3 p.m. on the 18th September. 

Copies of the conditions, specifications and drawings may be 
examined by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





DENMARK. 
The Acting British Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. C. H. Finch)-has 


forwarded copies of conditions and forms of 

Coal. tender for the supply of 145,000 tons of coal 

for the Danish State Railways. Tenders should 

reach the Director of the Mechanical Department, Danish State 

Railways, Gamle Kongevej, Copenhagen, before 2 p.m. on the 

llth September. Foreign contractors must appoint agents in 

Denmark with full powers. The form of tender, specifications 

and conditions may be inspected by British firms on application 

at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





* Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 15 per cent. is 
given to Norwegian manufacturers. In all cases of Norwegian Government con- 
tracts it is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 


agent to be a Norwegian firm. 
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GERMANY, 


H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal), in his report on the trade 
of Pomerania for the year 1907, recently pub- 
‘ee lished by the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 
S No. 4,095), states that the importation of British 
as well as all other foreign cigarettes and tobaccos received a severe 
check through the “ Zigarettensteuergesetz” (Cigarette Duty Act) 
of June 3, 1906 (noted in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 26th 
July, 1906, pp. 162-4). According to this Act all fine-cut tobacco 
costing retail more than 3 marks per kilo. (3s. per 2°204 lbs.) is 
considered to be cigarette tobacco, and all tobacco of a breadth 
(‘Schnittbreite’) of 2 mm. (about ,; inch) or less is considered to 
be fine-cut tobacco. The duty on “fine-cut tobacco” has been 
raised from 180 to 700 marks per 100 kilos. (4d. lls. 6d. to 
171. 15s. 8d. per cwt.), and in addition there is now a consumption 
duty (varying with the retail price of tobacco), which may be taken 
to be 10d. per lb. on ordinary and ls. 6d. per lb. on higher 
«qualities, such as those of the various British firms in demand at 
Stettin. The Consul thinks that these particulars respecting 
-the coarseness of tobaccos that are still admitted at the former rate 
-of 180 marks, may have escaped the notice of interested persons, 
and adds that it is therefore possible to avoid the higher import 
.duty and also the consumption duty by exporting to Germany 
tobaccos exceeding 2 mm. in breadth. ‘This opportunity, he says, 
may enable British manufacturers to regain a part of the trade now 
lost to them. 


The “ Offentlicher Anzeiger” (Hamburg) of the 28th August 


announces a call for tenders by the “ Finanz- 


ho . deputation” for the supply of eleven electric 
erie travelling cranes. Conditions of tender may be 


purchased for 15 marks at Sekretariat II, 
Finanzdeputation, Hamburg, and tenders must reach there not 
later than noon on the 25th September. ‘The letter containing the 
offer must be clearly marked with the number 544 on the cover 
and also on the inside. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 29th August states 
Piseuiiabeis that tenders will be opened at 11.30 a.m. on the 
28th September at the State Railway Admini- 
Ferien. stration, St. Johann Saarbriicken, for the supply 
and fixing of an electric turntable for locomotives of 20 metres 
diameter. Conditions, plans and form of tender may be obtained 
at the above-mentioned Administration, Room No. 218, on payment 
of 5 marks (not in postage stamps). 
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GERMAN Y—continued., 
The “ Bulletin Commercial” also notifies calls for tenders for the 
following contracts relating to the construction 
of railway tunnels, viz. :— 

(1) Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. 
on the 80th September at the Rauabteilung Schliichtern at Frank- 
fort-on-Maine (Hedderichstrasse, 59), for the construction of a 
tunnel (for two lines of railway) of a length of 3,560 metres, on the 
Frankfort-Bebra line. The form of tender may be obtained at 
the Chancellery of the State Railway Administration, 67-69, 
Hedderichstrasse, Frankfort, at a cost of 2 marks (not in stamps). 
The plans and other documents may be consulted at No. 90 I 
Schweizerstrasse, Frankfort, and at the Bauabteilung, 20 I Drei- 
briiderstrasse, Schliichtern. 

(2) Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. on the 30th September 
at the Kénigliche Eisenbahnbauabteilung, Marschiertorbahnhof, 
Aix-la-Chapelle, for the constructicn of a tunnel (for two lines of 
railway) of a length of about 2,117 metres, on the Aix-la-Chapelle- 
Hergenrath line. The conditions and plans may be obtained at 
the above-mentioned Hisenbahnbauabteilung at a cost of 50 marks 
(not in stamps). 


Railway Tunnel 
Construction. 





BELGIUM. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 
copies of specifications issued by the Municipal 
Gallery Authorities of that city in connection with 
Secutinthhen calls for tenders for (1) the electric lighting of 
*. the municipal “Salle de fétes,” place de Meir: 
a deposit of 12,000 fr. (about 4801.) will be required; (2) the 
construction of a covered gallery at the Industrial School, Ant- 
werp. ‘Tenders should be enclosed in sealed registered envelopes, 
addressed to Monsieur le Bourgmestre, Hétel de Ville, Antwerp, 
and should arrive not later than the 21st and 14th September 
respectively. The specifications (cahiers des charges) may be 
obtained at the Hotel de Ville, at a cost of 0.50 fr. for (1) and 1 fr. 
for (2). Copies may be inspected by British contractors interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


FRANCE. 

The “ Journal Officiel” of the 29th Auyust notifies that a com- 
petition will be held at the Salle des Adjudica- 
Cotton Cloth. tions de |’Intendance, 51 bis Boulevard de 
Latour-Maubourg, Corridor d’Arles, No. 383, 
Paris, for the purpose of adjudicating a contract for the supply of 
160,000 metres of twilled cotton cloth of Khaki colour. The 
specification may be consulted at the second Sous-intendance 
Militaire des Troupes Coloniales, Hétel des Invalides, Corridor de 

Collioure, Paris. | 


Electric Lighting : 
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ALGERIA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Algiers has been notified 
a . by a Frenchman in that town of his 
yr for ree Fire willingness to act as agent for a British 
surance wompany- ‘fire insurance company. Enquiries should 

be addressed to H.M. Consulate-General, Algiers. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bona (Mr. H. Scratchley, M.V.O.) 

reports that the sale of corkwood from the 

Cork Sales. State forests in the Department of Constantine 

(see “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 16th July, 

p. 141) will take place at the Prefecture of Constantine on the 

11th September. The quantities available for sale are estimated 
at 7,889 tons. 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 26th August contains a notice to the 
effect that D. Salvador Andreu, of Barcelona, 
has applied to the Direccion General de Obras 
Publicas, Madrid, for a concession for the con- 
struction of an electric tramway from the Plaza de Mosen Verdagner 
(Vallvidrera), following the Sarria-Vallvidrera road to the Torrente 
de Raventerola ; other offers to compete with this may be made to 
the above-mentioned “ Direccion” within one month from the date 
of publication of the present notice in the “ Gaceta.” 


Electric 
Tramway Plant. 


The same “‘ Gaceta” contains a notice to the effect that the Sociedad 

de Tranvias de Barcelona 4 San Andres y 
Tramway Plant. Hxtensiones have applied fur a concession for 

the construction of an extension of their line; 
in this case, also, other offers on terms more advantageous to the 
Government will be received in the Direccion de Obras Publicas 
within one month from the date of publication of the notice in the 
“ Gaceta.”’ 


The ‘“‘ Gaceta ” of 30th August announces a call for tenders for the 
supply to the Spanish Postal Department of 

Bronze Wire. 55 tons of bronze wire of 3 mm. diameter for 
State telegraph lines, 20 tons to be delivered at 

Madrid, 20 tons at Cordoba, and 15 tons at Seville. Tenders will 
be opened 20 days after the date of publication of the ‘“ Gaceta,” at 
the Junta Consultiva de Telegrafos, Calle de San Ricardo, Madrid, 
and will be received at the Direccién General de Telegrafos, 
Carretas 10, Madrid, up to 1 p.m. on the day preceding that 
appointed for the adjudication. The upset price is fixed at 148,500 
pesetas (about 5,200/.), and a deposit equal to 5 per cent. of that 
amount will be required, to be increased by the successful tenderer 
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to 10. per cent. The notice expressly states that in accordance 
with the law of 14th February, 1907, tenders from foreign fieti 
will be considered.* 

The “ Gaceta,” which contains information as to the tests to 
which the wire must conform, together with a copy of the form of 
tender and other information, may be consulted by British makers 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Milan (Mr. J. H. Towsey) reports that the Italian 
Santeentins State Railways have issued a call for tenders 
Materials for the following supplies, the dates given being 

the latest at which tenders will be received at 
the Directorate General of State Railways at Rome :— 
16th September (6 p.m.).—Safety valves and suction valves. 
Felt rings (13,300) for axle-boxes, 
Steel cylinder covers for locomo- 
motives. 
21st r " Cylinder castings, piping and 
counter-plates. 
J, Connecting rods for locomotives. 
For further ‘particulars application should be made to the 

Directorate General of State Railways at Rome. Local representa- 

tion is understood to be essential when tendering for Italian 

Government contracts. 


The ‘‘ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce at Naples 
states that Italy offers a good market at the 
Distillery Plant. present time for the sale of distillery plant, 
In order to expedite the dispersal of the large 
quantity of wines that remains unsold, and thus make room for the 
new vintage,f the Italian Government are encouraging the dis- 
tilling industry by all possible means. 

It appears from a communication with reference to this matter, 
that has been received from the Acting British Consul-General 
at Naples, that after the wine crisis the Government granted 
a temporary partial reduction of the spirit tax in regard to spirits 
obtained from the distillation of wines, the rebate in question 
amounting to 45 per cent. in the case of the legally constituted 


99 9 


33 9 





* See “Board of Trade Journal” of 13th August last, p. 305, and previous 
notices. 

¢ According to a notice respecting the forthcoming Italian vintage that 
appeared on p. 440 of last week’s “ Board of Trade Journal,” it was estimated 
that the production of wine would amount to some 49,900, 0U0 hectolitres. The 
Acting Consul General at Naples, however, states that the new vintage does not 
promise to be so abundant as was anticipated, and is not expenses. bes Dena 


40 million hectolitres. 
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co-operative societies and 40 per cent. in the case of private 
firms. This reduction was originally granted only until the 31st 
October, but it is stated that the Government will probably 
prolong the period until the end of the present year. 

The “Bulletin” states that in consequence of this concession 
Italian distilleries are increasing their plant, and that many new 
organisations have been formed for the purpose of distilling from 
wines. The “ Bulletin” adds that the most successful means of 
placing distilling apparatus on the Italian market would be by the 
insertion of advertisements in the daily press, the following 
journals being mentioned as suited to this purpose:—‘“‘I] Mattino,” 
of Naples, ‘‘ Le Corriere delle Puglie,” of Bari, and “ Il Giornale di 
Sicilia,” of Palermo. 





GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have. been notified by the Greek Minister in 
Plant for London that the Ministry of the Interior invite 
Graving Docks tenders for the supply and fixing of the 
" mechanical installations of the two graving 
docks now being constructed at the port of the Pirzeus, com- 
prising pumps with electric motors for working same, sluice-gates, 
cranes, winches, transformers, &c. ‘The material supplied for this 
purpose will be exempt from all import duties. Tenders will be 
received by the Director of Public Works at Athens up to midday 
on the 13th October, and must be guaranteed by a deposit equal 
to 5 per cent. of their amount. The contract will be adjudicated 
within one month from the date for receipt of tenders. 

A copy of the official announcement of the competition (in 
French) and a plan of the docks may be seen by British con- 
tractors on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Board of Trade are further notified by the Greek Minister that 
Military Clothin the Greek military authorities invite tenders from 
rE y t 5 Greek and foreign manufacturers for the supply 
a eae of the following materials, in two lots, viz :— 
(1) 200,000 metres of khaki-coloured army cloth, 3,000 metres of 
scarlet ditto, 200 metres of dark red ditto, 500 metres of cherry 
red ditto, 200 metres of light blue ditto, 120,000 metres of cotton 
lining, 625,000 large metal buttons for tunics and greatcoats, and 
227,000 small ditto; (2) 40,000 tunics, 30,000 pairs of infantry 
trousers, 5,000 pairs of cavalry trousers, 30,000 infantry cloaks, 
5,000 cavalry cloaks, and 5,000 light-infantry cloaks. 
The ready-made clothing has to be manufactured of cloth exactly 
corresponding in quality and colour to the kind specified in the 


first lot. 
“Venders‘for the supply of any of the foregoing articles or for the 
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making-up only of the garments specified in the second lot, will be 
received by the Supply Department of the Greek War Office, Athens, 
not later than 5 p.m. on 23rd October. The following deposits 
will be required from persons tendering :—For the khaki cloth, 
90,000 francs ; for cloth of the other four colours, whether tendered 
for as a whole or in part, 500 francs; for the cotton lining, 
5,000 francs ; for the large metal buttons, 5,000 francs; for the 
small metal buttons, 5,000 francs ; for the ready-made clothing, as 
a whole, 50,000 francs; for the making-up only of the articles of 
clothing, 20,000 francs. 

Specifications (in French) of the articles required, together with 
certain samples and drawings, and a copy in Greek (with an 
English translation) of the conditions of tender, may be seen 
by British manufacturers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





SERVIA. 

The British Vice-Consul at Belgrade (Mr. C. L, Blakeney) has been 
notified by a firm in that city of their desire to 
communicate with English manufacturers of 
white cotton cloth for shirts, and by another firm 
of their desire to secure the sole agency in Servia for an English 
firm of boot and shoe manufacturers. 

Applications from British firms with reference to either of these 
enquiries should be addressed to the British Vice-Consul at 
Belgrade. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 





MEXICO. 

The British Vice-Consul at Colima (Mr. D. G. C. MacNeill), in 
reporting on the trade of that city during 1907, 
states that there was a very decided increase in 
foreign imports in that year. To a large extent 
this was caused by the presence of a large 
number of foreigners engaged in the construction of the railways. 
With the completion of the railway from the interior there is no 
doubt that a large number of tourists will visit Colima every year, 
especially in the winter, attracted by the spectacle of the only 
active volcano on the North American continent, and by the really 
magnificent winter climate. This will cause a much larger con- 
sumption of imported goods, of which, at present, only a small 
proportion is of British manufacture. The principal articles 
imported in 1907 were cement, linen and cotton goods, silks, 
threads, hardware, ploughs, shovels, picks, iron piping, galvanised 
iron sheeting (plain and corrugated), all kinds of tinned fruits, 
jams and fish, hams and bacon, potatoes, and dried and fresh 
fruits. ‘I'hese goods come principally from the United States and 
Germany. (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 4,102.) 


Articles in 
Demand at 
Colima. 
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MEXICO —centinued, 


Establishment of 


i 9 
tailing See notice on p. 492. 





BRAZIL (BAHIA). 


The following notes on certain articles in demand at Bahia are 
taken from the report of H.M. Consul at that city (Mr. D. R. 
O’Sullivan-Beare) recently published by the Foreign Office (Annual 
Serves, No. 4,096) :-— 

Boots and shoes of British manufacture are not represented in 

Bide cba Chere: the Bahia market, although there exists a con- 

Boot Polishes. siderable demand for imported goods of that 

‘description. It is to be remarked also that in 

the matter of polishes for boots and shoes American preparations 
enjoy a practical monopoly in the Bahia market. 


White lace curtains constitute the universal adornment for windows 

‘ in all the better class houses in Bahia, and the 

Lace Curtains. trade in such articles must be considerable. So 

far as the Consul can learn, practically all the lace curtains used in 

the city are of German manufacture, and he thinks that the 

demand for these goods is a matter worth attention on the part of 
lace makers in the United Kingdom. 


In the matter of hosiery, including undervests and drawers, socks, 
shirts, &c., British trade is very inadequately 
represented in the Bahia market, the principal 
sources of supply being Germany, France and 
Austria-Hungary. The hosiery trade is one of much importance 
at Bahia, and is deserving of more attention on the part of British 
manufacturers. The Consul has noticed in particular that in the 
matter of men’s braces an article of French manufacture is almost 
universally worn. He transmits with his report a sample pair of 
the braces in question.* 


Hosiery ; 
Men’s Braces. 


The requirements of the Bahia market in the matter of bolts, 

screws and nails, enamelled ware, cooking pots, 

Hardware. gas fittings, lamps and electro-plated ware 

are at present supplied almost entirely by 

Germany ; most of the locks and door fittings are of French 

manufacture; while in the matter of hinges America enjoys 

practically a monopoly of supply not only in Bahia but elsewhere 

throughout Brazil. The Consul transmits a sample of an 
American-made hinge.* 





* May be inspected at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 











Sept. 3, 1908. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 467 





Openings for British Trade. 





BRA ZI Li—continued. 


In the matter of crockeryware—plates, cups and saucers, toilet 

Crockury ia articles, &c.--the Bahia market is supplied 

ara bm almost entirely by Germany and by France. 

As regards glassware, Belgium, Austria-Hun- 

gary, Germany and France between them supply most of the local 
requirements. 


The demand in Bahia for table cutlery favours a cheap, serviceable 
article. The style of cutlery most in request is 
of American manufacture, both knife and fork 
being provided with brown wood handles. There exists a very 
extensive demand for articles of this description, but apparently 
British-made cutlery ranges too high in price for the Bahia market. 
The Consul transmits a sample knife and fork of American 
manufacture of the type which commands the largest sale there.* 


Cutlery. 


The taste for whisky is already well established in the city of 

Bahia, where it is regularly on sale at all the 

Whisky. principal hotels, bars and restaurants ; the taste 

has spread, moreover, to several other towns 

throughout the State. There is no doubt, in the Consul’s opinion, 
that the trade is susceptible of considerable development. 


Condensed milk and cheese are each imported into Bahia to the 
extent of over 100 tons weight annually. 
Condensed Mk Switzerland furnishes most of the condensed 


u and ees 4 milk, and the Netherlands and France between 
re te we them supply most of the cheese. The demand 


for hams, bacon and lard is also considerable, 
and is supplied at present chiefly by the United States. 


There exists in the Bahia market a very large demand for preserved 
fish of all kinds, dried codfish being imported to 
Preserved Fish. the extent of over 4,000 tons annually. It is 
even found practicable to export dried fish from 

Norway to that market at a profit. 


There is not a very large market at Bahia for imported biscuits. 
There are several biscuit factories in Brazil, 

Biscuits. turning out products of very fair quality, which 

by reason of their comparative cheapness, com- 

mand the market. ‘That there exists, however, a certain demand 
for biscuits of foreign manufacture is proved by the fact that 
both British and French biscuits are regularly on sale at the 
principal confectionery establishments, grocery stores and cafés in 


Bahia. 





* See note at foot of previous page. 
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BRAZIL—continued. 


Mineral water manufacturers ought to find in the Bahia market 
considerable scope for the disposal of their 

Table Waters. products, the water supply being so bad that 
persons who can afford to do so habitually 

drink imported waters. If Apollinaris and other Continental 
waters find, as is the case, an extensive market there in spite of 
the very high prices charged, there seems to be no reason why 
table waters manufactured in the United Kingdom, which admit- 
tedly are most excellent of their kind and which could be sold 
considerably cheaper than the Continental waters, should not find 
favour in that market. Sweetened waters, such as lemonade, ginger 
ale, &c., would assuredly be in demand if once made known, as 
refreshments at dancing parties, musical evenings and similar 
functions, which constitute so marked a feature of social life at Bahia. 


Irish linen is well known in the Bahia market, where it justly 
Irish Linen holds first place in public estimation as regards 
and Povlin quality. Linen drill of Irish manufacture is 
— extensively used as material for men’s trousers, 
but there is no doubt that the sale of Irish linens in that district, 
especially of those varieties which are so especially suitable for 
women’s dresses in hot countries, could be greatly increased if more 
enterprise and energy were exhibited in pushing those goods, and. 
in making more widely known the great varicty of quality and 
pattern which the Irish mills are capable of turning out. ‘The 
Consul has noticed a variety of linen goods of Belgian and of Swiss 
manufacture on sale in several shops in Bahia. These goods are 
mostly coloured and of inferior quality, in many instances being 
composed of a mixture of linen and cotton. They are sold at prices 
considerably lower than those charged for the Irish goods, and by 
reason of their apparent cheapness they command a considerable 
sale. This matter of competition by Continental linens of low 
grade is one, says the Consul, to which Irish manufacturers should 
pay attention. 
Irish poplin is a fabric quite unknown at Bahia, but if introduced 
would doubtless secure a portion of the patronage that is now 
bestowed upon French silks. 


The “ Diario Official” of 2nd August contains a copy of the contract 
Plant for entered into between the Brazilian Department 
Port Works of Public Works and Edmond Barlissol and: 
Demetrio Nunes Ribeiro, by the terms of which 
the latter are authorised to carry out port works at Recife. The 
text of the contract, which gives information as to the work to be 
carried out and the schedule of prices to be paid, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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BRA ZI L—continued. 

The “ Diario” of 11th August announces calls for tenders by the 
Oeste de Minas Railway for: (1) The supply of 
vignole rails of 30 and 25 kilogs. per metre, 
accessories and crossings, iron construction 
work for bridges from 10 to 80 metres long, 
telegraph wire of 4 mm. diameter, barbed wire for fencing, and 
insulators; (2) The construction of sections of the Oeste de Minas 
Railway (@) from kilom. 48 of the Goyaz Railway to Alberto 
Isaacson in Oeste de Minas, (>) from Alberto Isaacson to Bello 
Horizonte, and (c) from 8S. Vicente Ferrer to Bomjardim, including 
(in addition to the construction of the permanent way) the erection 
of buildings and offices and the installation of telegraph line, 
machinery, motors, turntables, &c. Tenders for either contract 
will be opened at the Directoria Geral de Obrase Viaciio, Rio de 
Janeiro, at mid-day on the 14th October. A guarantee of 3,000 
milreis (about 188/.), to be raised by the successful competitor to 
15,000 milreis (about 938/.), will be required in the case of tenders 
for the first of the above contracts, and one of 5,000 milreis 
(about 313/.), to be raised by the successful competitor to 20,000 
milreis (about 1,250/.), in the case of tenders for the second. 

The “ Diario” may be consulted by British contractors interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

The Argentine ‘‘ Boletin Oficial” of 4th August, publishes a decree 

authorising the Compajiia Francessa de Ferro- 

Railway Plant. carriles de la Provincia de Santa Fe to construct 

a metre gauge railway leaving the San Francesco- 

Villa Maria line at Pozo del Mollo and proceeding to the town of 

Cordoba vid Villa del Rosario. The concessionaires are required to 

present plans within eighteen months of the date of promulgation 

of the decree (25th July), and work is to be begun within six 

months of the date of approval of the plans. A distance of at least 

50 kiloms. is to be constructed within the first ten months after 
work is begun, the whole to be finished within three years. 


CHINA. 

H.M. Consul at Ichang (Mr. H. A. Little), commenting on the 
aiiiiiees large junk trade at that port, which amounted 
Promtorige he to a total of some 622,000 tons during 1907 and 

tans engaged the services of nearly 37,000 junks 

(inward and outward), suggests that there should be a good 

market there for nails, bolts, ropes, anchors, hawsers and similar 

articles, of which there appears to be at present no import at all. 

He points out, however, the uselessness of writing to the Consulate 

for the names of dealers in these goods, as nothing can be accom- 

plished without a special agent with a knowledge of the language. 

There is, moreover, no foreign merchant at Ichang in a position to 

push new business. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 4,103.) 


Railway 
Construction 
and Materials. 
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LIST OF POSSIBLE BUYERS OF BRITISH GOODS 
IN NATAL. 


With reference to previous notices which have appeared in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” on the subject of lists of possible buyers 
of British goods abroad, attention is now called to a list which 
has recently been prepared containing names, supplied by the 
Board of T'rade Correspondent at Durban, of firms at Durban, 
Ladysmith, Newcastle, Pietermaritzburg, New Hanover, Settle, 
Port Shepstone, Kearsney, and Stanger. Among the classes of 
goods dealt with in this list are aerated waters, agricultural 
implements, arms and ammunition, athletic goods, confectionery 
and biscuits, wattle bark, billiard tables, boots and shoes, bricks 
and other building materials, carriages, chemicals and drugs, china 
and glass ware, clothing, coal, coffee, corn and grain, cycles and 
motor cars, drapery, earthenware, plated goods, fancy goods, 
fencing materials, furniture, girders, groceries, hardware and iron- 
mongery, harness and saddlery, jewellery and watches, masonry, 
musical instruments, oils. and colours, provisions, seeds, hides and 
skins, soap. stationery, wines and spirits, sugar, tea, tents and 
sails, timber, tobacco, upholstery and wool. 

There is also a supplementary list of general commission agents, 
patent and trade marks agents, solicitors, firms other than 
solicitors who undertake the collection of debts, and newspapers. 

Attention is also called to the notice respecting a list of possible 
buyers of British goods in Italy which appeared on pp. 364-5 of 
the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of the 20th August. 

These lists, and others which have previously been prepared, 
may be consulted by British merchants and manufacturers 
interested at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghal! Street, Londen, E.C. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


China.—The Acting Commercial Attaché to H.M. Legation at 
Peking (Sir A. Hosie), writing with reference to the packing of 
goods for despatch to China, points out that, except between ports 
where steamer carriage is available, traffic has many difficulties to 
contend with, whether by land or by the internal waterways of 
the country. All goods intended for remote parts should therefore 
be strongly packed, and all machinery liable to rust should be well 
coated with some anti-corrosive, for when it arrives in bad condition 
the blame is thrown on the manufacturer, and the placing of future 
orders is thereby affected. Another point is that when machines 
of any description are sent out in parts, these parts should all be 
carefully marked so as to leave no doubt as to how they should be 
fitted together and set up generally. Skilled labour is not always 
available, and as little as possible should be left to the imagination 
of the buyer. Such advice would be childish in the case of western 
countries, but the interior of China has still much to learn. 

Sir A. Hosie also calls attention to the opportunities for enterprise 
afforded by the fair which is held in the spring of each year at 
Chengtu, the capital of the Province of Szechuen. In recent years, 
this fair has become a commercial and industrial exhibition, 
attracting visitors and manufacturers from all parts of the province. 
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AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1908. 
‘The following preliminary statement of the Agricultural Returns 
of Great Britain for 1908, compiled from the Returns collected on 
‘the 4th June, and showing comparisons with 1907, has pom 
issued by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries :— 








































































































Crops. 
| 
Distribution. 1907. | 1908. Increase. Decrease. 
| 
Per | Per 
Acres. Acres. Acres, |Cent.|| Acres. |Cent, 
Total area (excluding water)} 56,200,006 a — — | —_ — 
vies andl Micah 
Total acreage under all| — | | 
crops and grass* $2,243,447 52,211,381 — || 32,066 | 0-1 
Ga ORL | RRC 
Wheat 1,625,445 | 1,626,733 1,288 | 0-1 | -— oe 
Barley 1,712,094 | 1,667,437 — — || 44,657 | 26 
Oats... 3,122,598 | 3,108,918 _ — || 13,980 | 0-4 
Rye... 61.211 52,744 — —_ 8,467 |13°8 
Beans 309,730 | 295,012 — || 14,718 | 48 
Peas 166,136 | 163,751 — — || 2,385 | 1-4 
Potatoes 548,920 | 662,105 || 13,185 | 2°4 — — 
Turnips and swedes 1,562,978 | 1,550,897 -- — || 12,081 | 0°8 
Mangold - 450,053 | 427,772 —.. — || 22,281 | 5° 
Cabbage ... 74,896 69,123 — 5,773 | 7:7 
Kohl-Rabi... 20,657 17,252 — — 3,435 | 16°6 
Rape si as 91,272 86,495 — — 4,777 | 52 
Vetches or tares ... 154,056 126,083 oa — || 27,973 |182 
Lucerne ... ow 63,795 65,157 1,362 } 2:1 — os 
Other crops 121,496 | 115,119 — | 6,377 | 52 
Clover & rotation grasses— 
For hay ... es 2,250,319 | 2,232,353 a 17,966 | 08 
Not for hay 2,240,642 | 2,189,234 os — || 51,408 | 23 
Total 4,490,961 | 4,421,587 || — — || 69,374 | 15 
Permanent grass*— | | 
For hay ... 4,936,651 | 4,949,879 || 13,228 | 03 || — — 
Not for hay 12,341,233 |12,465,990 || 124,757 | 1-0 || — — 
Total 17,277,884 {17,415,869 | 137,985 | og | — | — 
| caneueaneneseenam ae ey 
Flax 372 286 |} —. | — 86. | 23°1 
Hops 44,938 88,916 |} — | — 6,022 | 13-4 
Small fruit 82,175 84,873 2,698 | 3-3 a — 
Bare fallow 261,450 315,252 || 53,802 | 20°6 a _ 
eee 
Orchardsf... 250,176 250,288 112 | 0°0 — — 
































* Excluding 12,801,883 acres returned as mountain and heath land used for 
grazing in 1908, and 12,742,779 acres in 1907. 
1 The aereage of any crop or grass grown under the trees in orchards is also 
returned under its proper heading. 
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Live-Stock. 
Distribution. 1907. | 1908. Increase. Decrease. 
No. No. No. Per No. Per 
Horses used for agricul- Cent. Cent 
tural purposes"... ..| 1,115,927 | 1,119,324 || 3,397 | 0-3 _ sae 
Unbroken horses— 
1 year and above $13,952 299,809 -- — 14,143 | 4°5 
Under 1 year 126,490 126,538 48} 00 —- — 
Total of horses 1,556,369 | 1,545,671 | 9 — — || 10,698 | 0-7 
Cows and heifers in milk | 2,198,213 | 2,197,763 _ —|| 450; 00 
| 
Cows and heifers in cal | 
but not in milk ah 561,033 | 566,017 4,984 | 09 || — _ 
Other cattle— | 
2 years and above 1,388,941 | 1,371,688 — a 17,253 | 1:2 
1 year and under 2 1,440,414 | 1,415,483 deni — || 24,931 | 1-7 
| 
Under 1 year 1,523,466 | 1,354,183 || 30,717 | 23 || — ome 
————|| 
Total of cattle 6,912,067 | 6,905,134 — — || 6,938 | O-1 
| 
Ewes kept for breeding ... | 10,277,140 |10,489,089 | 211,949 | 21] — _ 
Other sheep— | | 
1 year and above 5,193,597 | 5,632,767 | 439,170 | 8:5 — _— 
Onder 1 year .. | 10,644,718 |10,917,874 | 273,156 | 2°6 — id 
Total of sheep 26,115,455 |27,039,730 || 924,275 | 35} — sai 
Sows kept for breeding ...| 380,267 | 369,476 | — | —|) 10,791] 28 
Other pigs... 2,256,499 | 2,454,006 || 197,507 | 8°8 _ tiie 
Total of pigs 2,636,766 | 2,823,482 || 186,716 | i oe a 
| 

















* Including mares kept for breeding. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The following statistics of the mineral production of the State 
of New South Wales during the years 1906 and 1907 are taken 
from the annual report for 1907 of the Department of Mines of 
that State :-— 




















| 1906. 1907. 
Minerals. 
Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 
£ £ 

Alunite... ‘ae nee «es. Lons 1,856 4,637 2,088 5,115 
Antimony (metalandore) ..._,, 2,451 52,645 1,752 46,278 
Bismuth (metalandore) .., 4; 25 5,700 16 5,268 
Chrome... ow sin ao 15 15 30 105 
ll ove see wee —s.gg_~=Si|:s«7 626,362 | 2,337,227 | 8,657,924 | 2,922,419 
Coke .. ane cee ene 186,060 110,607 | 254,609 159,316 

Copper (ingots, matte and 
ore) (a) cee ies Silas cal 9,755 789,527 10,098 727,774 
Diamonds ... Cts, 2,827 2,120 2,539 2,056 
Gold... ° Oz. fine 253,987 | 1,078,866 247,363 | 1,050,730 
Iron (A)... ... Tons 8,000 112,848 29,902 178,632 
Iron, “‘ oxide” ae Tae 584 336 1,595 1,961 
Tronstone flux... one —  « 935 723 10,659 7,707 
Lead (pig, &c.)(c) ... in” ¥ 59 1,084 19,768 374,182 
Lime _... ose sie abe “ie 21,126 15,573 23,587 19,458 
Limestone flux (d) ... ra 12,788 7,463 41,667 16,162 
Marble (e) ose one ie oe — 1,518 — 2,200 
Molybdenite ... eee .». Tons 33 4,798 22 3,564 
Noble opal - oe ene _ 56,500 _ 79,000 
Platinum Oz. 205 623 276 1,014 
Portland cement ove ove ous — 128,487 — 144,548 
Silver (ingots and matte) (7/).. Oz. 284,994 36,431 | 2,043,887 257,314 

Silver-lead, ore, concentrates, 
aa be a Tons| 371,939 | 2,826,542 434,079 | 3,658,632 
Shale (oil) nes bas ak a 32,446 28,470 47,331 32,055 
Scheelite cee eee eee 109 7,647 196 23,781 
Stone (building, &c.) (g) — 610 — 119 
Stone (grindstones) (¢) eee cee _— 130 _ 194 
Tin (ingots and ore) (h) --» Tons 1,671 255,744 1,914 293,305 
Wolfram oe ove ——- we 132 9,057 207 26,235 
Zinc (spelter and concentrates) __,, 103,666 292,806 237,219 536,620 
Sundry minerals and ores — 890 — 1,634 
Total value... — 8,169,624 oo 10,577,378 

















(a) Exclusive of the copper produced in the State during the year from ore 
imported for treatment from other States of the Commonwealth. (6) Made chiefly 
from scrap, ore being smelted in 1907 only. (c) See silver-lead. (d) Value at 
smelting works. (e) Value at quarries of quantity disposed of. (7) The bulk of 
the silver is contained in the concentrates, &c., despatched from the Broken Hill 
Field and treated outside the State. (g) Quantity exported only. (4) Exclusive 
of tin refined in the State from imported ores. 


It is stated in the report that the new Mining Act, which came 
into force on the 15th July, 1907, is working smoothly, and that 
there is every reason to believe that its more liberal provisions are 
being fully appreciated by the mining community. 
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NOTICE UNDER THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACT, 1904. 





The following is a copy of a Notice (No. 72) giving the result 
of the examination and testing of a weighing machine for use in 
trade that has been submitted to the Board of Trade under the 
provisions of Section 6 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904:— 


(72) 
































PLAN. | ' 
ONE-THIRD FULL SIZE. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern 
of a counter weighing machine with stay mechanism of the 
form herewith shown, submitted to the Department under the 
provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a 
certificate that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the 
perpetration of fraud. 





COTTON CULTIVATION IN FRENCH COLONIES. 


The supplement to the June issue of the “ Bulletin” of the 
French Colonial Office contains a report on cotton cultivation in 
French colonies by M. Esnault-Pelterie, President of the Colonial 
Cotton-growing Association, from which the following account of 
the results obtained in the several colonies has been prepared :-— 

The samples and lots received from Guadeloupe, Martinique, 
Guiana, Reunion, Tahiti, New Caledonia, and even from Corsica, are all 
described as magnificent. Careful experiments are being carried out 
in those places, andare encouraged by consignments of seeds, ginning- 
machines and presses from the Association, who also furnish all the 
information required, and facilitate the forwarding and sale of the 
crop. From Algeria,* where experiments are being conducted on 
a large scale over all the littoral, the Association have received 
some 30 tons of cotton, and have installed a complete ginning 
plant at Oran. The cotton industry has assumed important 
dimensions in Indo-China, whence from 2,000 to 4,000 tons of 
cotton are exported annually ; this cotton is said to have certain 





* An article on cotton cultivation in Algeria was'published in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 20th August, p. 370. 
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qualities that specially recommend it to the Chinese and Japanese. 
Cambodia also produces cotton in appreciable quantities; the 
industry is managed by the Chinese, who make advances to the 
cultivators on their crops. Experiments have demonstrated the 
possibility of obtaining magnificent cotton in the north- 
west of Madagascar; both the Egyptian and American 
varieties thrive there, but the former will probably be more 
generally cultivated, on account of the higher price that it 
commands, more especially considering the costly freight. In the 
Congo, also, some trials have been made with promising results, 
the Association having received some fine samples of cotton grown 
there. The principal efforts of the Association, however, have been 
devoted to cotton cultivation in the West African Colonies, which 
possess large tracts of land well suited to that purpose, and the 
results hitherto obtained, if not as important as were anticipated, 
are yet sufficient to prove that with time, perseverance and patience, 
a succesful industry will eventually be established. ‘T’he experiments 
have made most progress in Dahomey, from which colony some 
40 tons of medium-class cotton was exported in 1905-6 and some 
60 tons in 1906-7. Two ginning stations, comprising a motor, 
two ginning-machines and a press, have been established, one at 
Cotonou and the other at Abomey, and the Association intend to 
erect a third at Savé, the furthest point from the coast. No hopes 
are entertained of producing cotton in the Ivory Coast, at all events 
on the littoral, which appears to be too moist for its. cultivation, 
but it is thought that when the railway now being constructed 
shall have reached the Kong region, cotton may be cultivated there; 
that, however, will not be for some years. In French Guinea 
about a hundred hectares has been devoted to experimental 
cotton cultivation, under the auspices of the Administration. 
Some cotton is grown at Casamance, in Upper Gambia, and 
the Association hope to create a ginning centre there. At 
Richard-Toll, in Senegal, some interesting experiments in irriga- 
tion have been conducted under the auspices of the Administration, 
and from the Kayes region appreciable quantities of cotton have 
been received. In the Soudan, which promises to become eventu- 
ally an important centre of cotton production, it was found that 
cotton was already cultivated by the natives, but of an inferior 
quality. In co-operation with the Administration, the Cotton- 
growing Association introduced seeds of various origin, in order to 
determine which would thrive best there. It was shown that the 
Soudan soil was best adapted for the American varieties, and it is 
claimed that the cotton now obtained can compare with the best 
quality produced in the United States. 

The total quantity of cotton received by the Association during 
1907 amounted to about 150 metric tons. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 4th July last 

contains a Notice, dated 25th June, 1908, pro- 

Prasat viding that, in accordance with the terms of 

Raw Coffee useq Customs Regulation No. 181, drawback of im- 

tn mceliaainnn of port duty may be allowed on raw coffee used 

Malted Coffee on within the Commonwealth in the manufacture 

Exportation of malted coffee upon its exportation thereof. 

Before drawback is allowed the Collector of 

Customs must be satisfied that the drawback claimed is properly 

due, and, if he thinks necessary, may require the manufacture to 
take place under the supervision of an officer. 





SOUTH AFRICA: 


The ‘“‘ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazettes” for 31st July and 
Seiten 7th August last contain Customs Notices 
(Nos. 83 to 85) giving the following Customs 
decisions, issued by order of the Board of 
Control, respecting the rates of duty leviable on the undermentioned 
articles imported into the South African Customs Union :— 


Decisions. 





Rebate allowed 
upon goods, the 








Tariff . “n produce or mann 
icles. ates of Duty.! facture of the 
Articles No. y ‘United Kingdom 
| and reciprocating 
Colonies. 





No, 83. 
Lithographic posters, without letterpress 43A | 25 & ad val. 3% ad val. 
or 2d. per lb., 
whichever is 

No. 84. the greater. 
Cord, silk, for fancy booklets ... aa 15 ¥% ad val, | or 
Nuts, pistachio... oe ove ove 21B 24d. per |b. 4d. per lb. 








No. 85 

. Free, as part of the packing of packages 
apres soe a of tacahae dina round of goods that are themselves free of 
| duty. 
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NATAL. 


The Natal ‘“‘Government Gazette” for 28th July last contains a 
Government Notification (No. 482 of 1908), 
Removal of Duty Gated 25th J uly, 1908, notifying that, in con- 


on Angora : $ 
sequence of the imposition of a duty on Angora 
or kr rams and ewes exported from the Province of 
9, asa Mozambique, the duty leviable under Act No. 
Mozambique. 


12 of 1901* is not payable upon the export 
of Angora rams and ewes from Natal to the above Province of 
Mozambique. 


The same issue of the ‘‘ Gazette” contains a further Notification 
ieneatethen af (No. 431 of 1908) providing for the permission, 
0 me snag eg under Act No. 29 of 1907,f of the exportation 
strienes, &¢-, tO of ostriches and their eggs from Natal to the 


Mozambique . 
permitted. Province of Mozambique. 





TRANSVAAL. 


With reference to the amendment of the provisions of Article 
iiniaiitins XXII. of the South African Customs Union 
ena Convention referred to on p. 328 of the “ Board 

— a of Trade Journal” for 13th August last, the 
Pte ei Board of Trade have now received a copy of a 
a me ducts of f0Clamation (No. 63 of 1908) providing for 
British Central the removal of the proviso, under Proclamation 
Africa No. 55 of 1906, allowing the free importation of 

all articles (except spirits)—the growth, pro- 

duce or manufacture of British Central Africa—into the Transvaal. 





SELANGOR. 


The “Selangor Gazette” for 3lst July last contains a Customs 
; Notification (No. 448 of 1908) giving, with 
gay Bead cercr oe effect from 1st August, 1908. the 2 of 
of Exvort Dut various articles, subject to ad valorem rates, 
P Y* that have been fixed for assessment of duty 
upon their exportation from the State of Selangor. 

The list of articles, which is of some length, may be 
seen by persons interested on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 








* For notice of which, see the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 8th May, 1902. 


+ For notice of which, see the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 5th September, 1907, 
and 2nd April, 1908. 
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MAURITIUS. 
A copy of an Ordinance (No. 8 of 1908), which was passed on 
14th July last, has been received from the 
Collector of Customs at Port Louis, Mauritius, 
providing for the imposition of the following 


Imposition of an 
Export Duty on 








Matenees. duty on “molasses” exported from the 
Colony :— 
Article. Rate of Export Duty. 
40 cents per cask weighing 300 kilogrammes, gross weight, 
Molasses and a proportional duty on casks weighing less or more 
than the above number of kilogrammes. 








A Proclamation (No. 30 of 1908), dated 30th June, 1908, has also 
Prohibition of been received, revoking Proclamation No. 20 of 
ros ce ani 1908,* and at the same time providing for the 
oe of prohibition in consequence of the prevalence of 
Li — og & anthrax (charbon), of the importation of the 
ni OCK, “C-, _undermentioned live stock, &c., from Réunion 
om Reunion. into Mauritius :— 
Cattle and carcasses, as defined by Ordinance No. 39 of 1881. 
Horses, asses, and mules. 
Straw, hay, litter, and manure. 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 28 
' of 1907) which provides for the collection of 
Ravine Export export duties during the year 1908 on various 
aties. articles raised or manufactured in the island of 
Trinidad, when shipped to places beyond the limits of the Colony. 
The following statement gives, for purposes of comparison, both 
the export duties imposed by the present Ordinance and those 
previously in force :— 

















Export Duties. 
Articles. 
Old Rates. | New Rates, 

s. d. s. d. 
Sugar i; Sa eee ods ... per 1,000 lbs. 3 6 3 6 
Molasses ... we one ove ... per 100 galls. 3 1 3 1 
Rum and bitters ... soe oan ne » 9 4 9 4 
Cocoa ine -—. cen hie ... per 100 Ibs, 
Coffee ine joe oe as sae ” 0 10 0 8 
Cocoanuts ... the ove ve bes per 1,000 
Copra oee aden ‘ed ia .-- per 1,000 lbs. 8 2 ....F 





* For notice of which see the “ Board of Trade Journal”’ for 14th May, 1908. 
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NORWAY: 


The Board of Trade are.in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of information to the effect that on August 18th 
the Norwegian Storthing sanctioned certain 
Buties on Sugar reductions of the Customs duties levied on 
Confectionery. &c, "U8" and sugared products on importation 

*Y, ™® into Norway, as shown in the subjoined state- 
ment. The reduced duties are to take effect on January Ist, 1909. 


| Kilog==2°2046 lbs, ; Krona (100 Gre)=1s. 144, ] 


_ Forthcoming 
Reduction of the 





Rate of Duty per Kilog. 





From 
Present. |January Ist, 
1909. 





Kr. Ore. | Kr. Gre. 


Sugar o£ all kinds os 0 30 0 20 
Cocoa powder, sweetened ; cocoa paste in ‘cakes, tablets, 

etc.—all with their immediate packing ... ove occ... O ..OS 0 48 
Milk, condensed, sweetened ... i O 0 16 


Confectionery, including chocolate ‘confectionery, drops, 
marzipan and other similar preparations of sugar (in- 
cluding weight of immediate packing) ... ode eda fe: 3 0 60 














PORTUGAL (MOZAMBIQUE): 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Additional a translation of a Decree of the Governor- 
“he he General of Mozambique, dated July Ist, 1908, 

Sacnntah Genie laying down regulations for a new system of 
P * taxation in the territories of the Province of 

Mozambique which are under the direct administration of the 

State. 

In the territory to the north of the River Save the system of 
“industrial ” taxation has been retained with some slight modifica- 
tions, whilst in the territory to the south of the River Save the 
‘“‘ industrial ’’ tax has been abolished, and, in substitution there- 
for, additional duties (under the name of “commercial contribu- 
tion”) on goods produced in or imported into the territory have 
been imposed, as shown in the subjoined statement :— 


ee ll 
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Rate of Additional Tax. 





Articies. 
On Goods of On Foreign 
National Origin.* Goods. 





Per cent. ad val.| Per cent. ad val. 
Alcohol, for pharmaceutical use 3 5 


Spirits, simple or provers, gin and liqueurs. 12 15 
Beer and cyder ... oe - cea 12 15 
Wines— 
Full-bodied, sparkling, mem and _— 
wines.. sie 12 _ 
Foreign, any kind ii ike = ove — 15 
Portuguese — Reis. 
Upto 15° ... oe eee eee ... | Litre 10 —_ 
Over 15°... ote oes oe a 133 — 
Per cent. ad val. 
Live animals 1 2 
Sugar i 2 
Olive oil and all other alimentary oils” 1 2 
| Coffee eee ose cco wee 1 2 
i} Tea.. one 1 2 
| Petroleum... 1 2 
| Soap , 1 2 
| Salt 1 2 
4 Candles ° 1 2 
| Vinegars ... 1 2 
i Rice, cod-fish, onions, ship’ 8 biscuits, wheat 
i flour, butter (real or imitation), cheese, lard, 
i fat, pork, all prepared meats, alimentary 
i preserves of all kinds and qualities (except 
li fruit preserves), dried fruit, and all other 
i unspecified products .. oe 1 2 
Unspecified merchandise oe oes a 2 3 











* The following are considered as goods of national origin,:—Goods produced or 
manufactured on the mainland of the Kingdom of Portugal, the adjacent islands, 
the Portuguese oversea Possessions and the self-governing district of Timor. The 
produce of the Province of Mozambique is assimilated to goods of national origin. 

+ Nationalised goods are regarded as goods of foreign origin. 

Payment of the ‘commercial contribution” is to be made at the 
time of clearing goods through the Customs; and for the purpose 
of assessing the “ commercial contribution,” the calculation of the 
value of the merchandise will be made on the same basis as in the 
case of the assessment of Customs duties. 


AUSTRIA~HUNGARY—SERVIA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
micutetened telegraphic information to the effect that the 
meeniiabed Commercial Treaty between Austria-Hungary 
a ence and Servia, which was signed at Vienna on the 
~ Ist/14th March last, has been put into force 


cial Treaty . 
provisionally from the Ist September until the 
between the above eg aera, Say 


Countries. 


} 
; 
} 
} 
| 


. 
) 
| 
| 





Full particulars of the reductions of the 
Servian tariff rates of duty provided for by the Treaty (which will 
also be enjoyed by this country) were given in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 2nd April, 1908, and the seven following issues. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
Seiden application of the United States Customs 
Scatetedin Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 

: Treasury Department at Washington :— 

Leather bags containing opera glasses, &c.—Entwurettes.— Expensive 
leather bags severally fitted with an opera glass, a fan, and other 
articles designed for use by theatre and opera goers are not 
dutiable as entireties at the rate applicable to the component 
material of chief value therein. The several articles composing 
the bags and their contents should be segregated for the purposes 
of classification, and duty assessed thereon under the various tariff 
provisions therefor. 

Woven belting for machinery, composed in part of wool, is not 
within the enumeration in paragraph 371 of the Tariff of “ belt- 
ings, * * * of which wool is a component material,” because 
not ejusdem generis with the braids, laces, &c., mentioned in the 
same paragraph, but is dutiable under paragraph 366 as manu- 
factures in part of wool. 

Also the following :— 











f the Tarif 
. of the Tari 
Articles, willie (kiok Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
Goat hair taken from scraps of dyed goat skins 
and of less value than similar hair undyed, to 
be classified as animal hair, ‘“‘ unmanufactured ” 571 Free 
1 doll. per Ib. 
“ Panne velvet,” dutiable as “ plushes” ... se 386 and 
15 % ad val. 
Metal and china vases.—Articles consisting of 
decorated china vases attached to so-called rose 
trees of bronze, the latter being not only the 
component of chief value but the more signifi- 
cant feature, are not ‘ decorated or ornamented ” 
china vases within the meaning of paragraph 95 
of the Tariff, but are dutiable as manufactures 
of metal, not specially provided for... eee 193 45 % = 











A parcel-post convention between the United States of America 
Parcel-Post and the Netherlands has been concluded, and 
Caniiiniitesin took effect on Ist July last. The only difference, 

: so far as relates to Customs matters, between 
this convention and the conventions heretofore concluded, is con- 
tained in the following clause :— 

‘‘ Packages prohibited importation, and those which do not 
conform to the conditions as to size, weight, and value, shall 
not necessarily be returned to the couniry of origin, but may 
be disposed of, without recourse, in accordance with the 
Customs laws and regulations of the country of destination.” 
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A parcel-post convention between the United States of America. 
and Italy has also been concluded, and took effect on 1st August 
last. ‘This convention provides, among other things, that no parcel 
shall exceed 5 kilogrammes (11 Ibs.) in weight; and also contains a 
provision as to packages of prohibited importation and those which 
do not conform to the conditions as to size and weight, similar to. 
that contained in the convention with the Netherlands, referred to 
above. 





COSTA RICA. 


With reference to the — at p. 365 of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 26th May, 1904, respectin 

aera f a the increase of the Customs duties in Costa Rice 

po eral pares on petroleum and carbide of calcium, the Board 

Carbide of of Trade have received, through the Foreign 

Calcium. Office, a translation of a Decree of the President 

of the Republic, dated 18th July last, re-estab- 

lishing the former duties on these products, viz., 164 centimos per 

kilog. on refined petroleum, and 6 centimos per kilog. on carbide 

of calcium. 

This Decree was published in “ La Gaceta” of the 19th July, 

and is to come into operation 60 days after publication. 





SANTO DOMINGO. 


The “ Gaceta Oficial” of Santo Domingo for the 13th June con- 
Sensis’ a tains a Resolution of the National Congress 
portation ane approving certain regulations relating to the 


a . importation and storage of inflammable mate- 
“ conins : rials, such as alcohol, pitch, tar, petroleum, &c., 
bate i at the town of Puerto Plata. 


These regulations, which have been drawn 
up with the object of obviating the dangers of an outbreak of fire 
in the town, which is constructed principally of wood, may be in- 
spected by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





VENEZUELA, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that by a recent 
Venezuelan Presidential Decree, brown paper 
(papel de estraza 6 de madera) has been trans- 
ferred from the 2nd to the 3rd class of the 
Customs Tariff, thus increasing the duty leviable thereon from 
5 to 25 céntimos per kilogramme. 


Increase of 
Customs Duty 
on Brown Paper. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Crown Agents for the 
Wharf and Dock Colonies copies of the scale of charges for 

pa Pov f th wharfage, storage, dock hire, labour, &c., and 
oo wen the of the rules and regulations for berthage and 

ee agar towage, issued by the Tanjong Pagar Dock 
aren Cuming: Company, Limited. These publications may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





RUSSIA, 

H.M. Consul at Batoum (Mr. P. Stevens) reports that a scheme 
Sesmeinh has recently been laid before the Second 
Railwa. : in the Department of the Imperial Council for a 
Ca po tie ‘branch railway to the port of Yeisk on the Sea 
of Azov. ‘This scheme provides for the con- 
struction of a broad-gauge line from Sosik, on tha Rostov- 
Vladikavkaz Trunk Railway, to Yeisk, a distance of 135 versts 
(about 90 miles), the concession to extend over a period of 31 
years, and the Government to purchase the railway at the expiration 
of 25 years after the line has been open to traffic. The estimated 
cost, including rolling stock and the necessary working capital, is 

6,600,000 roubles (about 697,000/.). 

H.M. Consul also reports that a further scheme for the con- 
struction by private enterprise of a broad-gauge railway over the 
main Caucasian range from Tiflis to Vladikavkaz is under con- 
sideration. The distance is 201 versts (about 133 miles) and the 
estimated cost 60,000,000 roubles (about 6,330,000/.). The 
country to be traversed is difficult, and a total of 20 versts (about 
133 miles) of tunnels will have to be constructed. 

Russian railway engineers are, continues H.M. Consul, at present 
surveying the country between the Vladikavkaz main line and the 
Black Sea coast, with the view to the construction, by the Govern- 
ment, of a broad-gauge railway from Armavir station through 
Labinskaya and Maikop to Touaose. 


MANCHOURIA. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Dairen (Mr. G. H. Phipps) 
Dry Dock at  "°P°rt that on the 27th July the dry dock at 
a 4 that port, together with the repair-shops, &c., 
re adjoining, was handed over to the Kawasaki 
Dockyard Company, of Kobe, who have established a branch at 
Dairen. . The dock can accommodate vessels up to 3,000 tons, pro- 
vided they are not too broad in the beam to pass the entrance (the 
dimensions of the dock were given in the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 11th June, p. 563). Further particulars of the dock, 
together with a plan, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of '[rade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Supplement to the ‘Canada Gazette” for 8th August last 

contains a copy of an Act (No. 43 of 1908 

green Be hon relating to the payment of bounties on lead in 

30th June, 1913 the Dominion of Canada, which was assented 
, * toon 20th July, 1908. 

The Act provides for the continuation of the payment from 1st 
July, 1908, to 30th June, 1913, of a bounty of 75 cts. per 100 Ibs. 
on lead contained in lead-bearing ores mined in Canada, such 
bounty to be paid to the producer or vendor of the ores—provided 
that the sum to be paid as bounty shall not exceed 500,000 dols. in 
any year ending 30th June, and also that when it appears to the 
satisfaction of the Minister charged with the administration of the 
Act that the standard price of pig lead in London exceeds 141. 10s. 
per ton of 2,240 lbs., such bounty shall be reduced by the amount 
of such excess. 

The total amount payable under Act No. 31 of 1903 and of the 
present Act shall not exceed 2,500,000 dols.—of which sum it is 
estimated that about 712,404 dols. will have been paid under the 
Act of 1903 up to 30th June, 1908. 

If the production of lead, on which bounty is authorized, exceeds 
33,903 tons of 2,000 lbs. in any one year, the rate of bounty shall 
be reduced to such sum as will bring the year’s payment within the 
limits above-mentioned. 7 

Provision is also made empowering the Governor-in-Council to 
extend the benefits of the Act in the case of products of lead 
manufactured in Canada direct from lead ores mined in the 
Dominion without the intervention of the smelting process. 


Note.—For provisions of the Act No. 31 of 1903, see p. 403 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 26th November, 1903. 





A further Act (No. 52 of 1908) has also been received, which was 
Bounty on assented to on 20th July 1908, repealing Act 
dita: Meteo No. 28 of 1904*, but at the same time providing 
rude setroleum. for the payment out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of a bounty of 1} cts. per Imperial gallon on all crude 
petroleum, having a specific gravity not less than 0°8235 at 60° F., 
produced from wells in Canada or from shales or other substances 
mined in Canada. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of tin and tin ore 

(tin exported in the form of ore having been 

Tin Exports. taken at 70 per cent. of the gross weight of 

the ore) exported from the Federated Malay 

States during the six months January to June, 1907 and 1908, 
is taken from the ‘“ Selangor Government Gazette” :— 





* For which see pp. 461-2 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for &th Sept »mber, 1904. 
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Six months ended Six months ended 
June, 1907. June, 1908. 
State. Tin Tin 

’ Exported , Exported 

Tin, te thie fori Total. Tin. in dle Gene Total. 
of Ore. of Ore. 

Pikuls. Pikuls. Pikuls. || Pikuls. Pikuls, Pikuls. 
Perak ... aan ...| 53,813 157,559 | 211,372|| 32,233; 195,529 227,762 
Selangor ‘nat «| 43,798 84,960 | 128,758 17,005; 119,406 136,411 
Negri Sembilan __...|_ 19,507 16,962 | 36,469|| 11,127; 21,712 | 32,839 
Pahang éde | 6,195 9,566 15,761 6,880 10,192 | 17,072 
Total ... .-.| 123,313 | 269,047 | 392,360|| 67,245| 346,839 | 414,084 








NorTe.—1 Pikul = 1334 lbs. 





NORWAY: 


With reference to the notice on p. 229 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th July relative to a contract for 


Coal from ( 
Spitzbergen and the supply of coal to the Norwegian State Rail- 
America ways by a Spitzbergen Coal Company, H.M. 


Minister at Christiania now writes that from 
further enquiry made through the British Vice-Consuls at Bergen 
and Trondhjem, he is informed that the contract is for 6,000 tons 
of coal to be delivered this summer, being 2,000 tons at Trondhjem 
and 4,000 tons at Narvik, tho price being 16s. 3d. delivered free 
in the railway trucks at either port. The coal was exposed to 
frost in the winter, and consequently became friable, and some 
reduction in the above price is consequently said to have taken 
place on the first consignment. 

An American company have also shipped some 300 tons to the 
Nordenfjeldske Steamship Company, who are stated to be satisfied 
with the quality. A cargo of 400 tons has also recently arrived at 
Bergen. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Denver (Mr. A. Crebbin) reports that 

during the year 1907 vast beds of pure, flawless 
Colorado Marble. ‘white marble have been worked on a very large 

scale in Gunnison County. Experts declare 
it to be equal in every respect to the famous Carrara marble. This 
deposit is on the Pacific slope of the Continental Divide on one of 
the tributaries of the Grand River known as Yule Creek. The 
outcrop is on one side of Yule Creek and runs for a mile, varying 
in thickness from 200 to 250 feet, all of which is reported to be 
without seam and of uniform quality. During the year a railroad 
was built to the quarries, and the face of part of the cliffs was 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—ontinued. 


blown out to make room for the channelling machines. As this 
will be quarried, but not blasted, gravity will move the great slabs, 
making the work of distribution both faster and cheaper than 
would otherwise be the case. As the freight charges are the same 
for the dressed and the undressed marble, cutting and trimming 
is done on the spot. A small town called Marble, which already 
has 1,000 people, has sprung up in the vicinity. 


In the vicinity of the marble quarries above-mentioned, the Vice- 

Consul continues, there has been discovered a 

Slate. first class roofing slate, the only slate hitherto 

found anywhere west of Pennsylvania; 60 acres 

have already been explored and will be developed during the 
coming year. 


The Vice-Consul also reports that one of the biggest factories of 

Portland cement in the United States has 

Cement recently been opened about twenty miles west 

of Pueblo in the Arkansas River Valley. Here, 

too, a small town, named Portland, has sprung into existence and 

contains now more than 1,000 inhabitants. The bed of stone from 

which the cement is made runs along the surface of the ground 

for miles in horizontal layers. The quality of cement produced is 

said to be equal to the very best Portland cement. (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, No. 4,093.) 





GUATEMALA. 


H.M. Legation in Guatemala has forwarded a copy of the new 
mining code of that Republic, which may be 
New Mining Code. seen by persons interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London E.C. 





MANCHOURIA. 


In reply to enquiries made in view of the statement of the Russian 
Gold Mining in Consul at Kirin, quoted in the Press early this 
Kirin Province. °2” to the effect that there is an active demand 
‘for gold-mining machinery in that district, the 
British Commercial Agent at Vladivostok (Mr. R. M. Hodgson) 
writes that the only working gold mine of which he is aware in 
the Kirin neighbourhood is at Tiapigow, on the Sungari river, 
about 300 miles from Kirin and near the Korean frontier. No 
machinery is used there, and the output is insignificant. The 
demand for gold-mining machinery, says the Commercial Agent, 
must therefore, if it exists at all, be very small. 
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Writing on the same subject the Acting British Consul-General 
at Mukden (Mr. R. Willis) says that it is generally supposed there 
are great possibilities of obtaining gold in the eastern portion of 
the Kirin province, in the streams that form the Sungari and 
Tiumen Rivers, though no report concerning the natural features 
of the district appears to have been published since 1887. Recent 
articles in the Japanese press, however, state that the district is 
particularly rich in minerals. According to information available, 
there are no mines at present using machinery, and the Russian 
Consul’s statement, says the Acting Consul-General, would seem 
to refer to the possibility rather than the actuality of such a 
demand. 

It should be remembered, continues the Acting Consul-General, 
that foreigners have no claim under the Treaties to acquire mining 
rights in the interior of China, and that such concessions can only 
be granted by the Central Chinese Government. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


CHINA. 
H.M. Consul-General at Hankow (Mr. E. D. H. Fraser, C.M.G.) 


reports that the acreage under ramie cultivation 
in Hunan and Hupei, whence 96 per cent. of 
the supply of the fibre on the Hankow market 
is derived, is said to be on the increase, although prices have been 
uniformly on the decline and the amount exported has been less. 
The actual acreage under cultivation is not ascertainable, but it 
appears to be the largest in the P’uch’i and Wuchang areas, where 
the longest fibre is grown. In Hupei the yield of unprepared fibre 
amounts to from 404 to 606 lbs. per acre. ‘I'he following figures, 
supplied by a firm dealing in this fibre, show the export during 
1907, as compared with 1906 :— 


Ramie-growing 
Industry. 

















Place of Production. | 
Year. 7 | Total. 
Wuchang.| P’uch’i. | Sinshan. | Chayii. Hanning 
i 
cwt. cwt. | cwt. cwt. cwt. cwt. 
1906... one «| 23,810 47,620 | 23,810 21,429 11,905 128,574 
1907... one -.-| 21,429 41,667 | 21,429 17,857 10,715 113,097 























It is said that 40 per cent. of the total ramie on the Hankow 
market is exported to foreign countries other than Japan, which 
takes 30 per cent., the remainder being consumed in China. The 
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Wuchang and P’uch’i varieties command the best prices, and are 
also the longest, being from 25 to 60 and 20 to 55 inches in length, 
respectively. The latest prices quoted are 9 taels a picul, or 
lJ. 6s. 9d. per cwt. The Sinshan and Chayii varieties fetched 
1/. 3s. 9d., and the Ssuch’uan product (green China grass) 11. 1s. 9d. 
per cwt. These prices show a marked decrease compared with 
those for 1906. 

There are three crops produced, and of these the first has the 
iongest ribbons, and is the best, but is little exported owing to the 
amount of gum in the fibre; the second approaches the first in 
length and fineness, and is that mostly exported ; the third crop is 
of poor quality. 

The number of British firms in Hankow dealing in this fibre is 
very few, and it would seem, says H.M. Consul-General, to be to 
the advantage of British manufacturers to open up a connection 
with firms in that port, which is the centre of the largest producing 
district of the fibre. 

H.M. Consul-General has forwarded samples of various cloths 
woven in Wuchang, some being pure ramie fabrics, others cotton 
and ramie mixtures. ‘These samples, together with samples of the 
fibre (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 4th June, p. 514, and 19th 
March, p. 592) may be seen by persons interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall-street, London, E.C. 


Note.—A notice relative to a new process for the treatment of ramie fibre 
appeared on pp. 375-6 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 21st November, 1907. 





AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 29th August, 1908, were as 
follows :— 
Wheat ... bad pe ... 9308. 10d. 
Barley ... see nad oe 248, 5d. 
son ven von AO A 
For further particulars see p. 493. : 


A statement is published on p. 494, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ae eor rede, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
* week ended the 29th August, 1908, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 
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NATAL: 


With reference to the notice on p. 184 of the “ Board of Trade 
Sager Cane shea ” of 26th April, 1906, relative to the 
Cultivation. easing of lands for sugar cultivation in Zulu- 
land, the Board of Trade are now informed by 
their Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D. C. Agnew) that a 
central mill for crushing the canes was opened at Amatikulu on 
August 6th. It is stated that eighty-five lots, comprising about 
00,000 acres, have been taken up between the Tugela and 
Umlalazi rivers. The settlers are bound to cultivate a fixed 
proportion of the area they hold, the cane to be purchased by the 
mill-owners at rates varying according to the market prices of 
sugar. ‘lhe capacity of the present mill is limited to an output 
of 7,000 tons of sugar per annum, but the agreement made by 
the Government with the mill-owners binds them to provide 
means for manufacturing, in an extension of the existing mill, or 
in another mill, an additional quantity up to a maximum of 
15,000 tons per annum. 





GERMANY: 


H.M. Consul at Munich (Mr. L. Buchmann) reports that, according 

to an estimate published in the local press, the 

Hop Harvest. hop harvest in Bavaria this year will produce 

about 325,000 cwt., an increase of 54,000 cwt. 

over the yield in 1907. It is calculated that the total production 

of hops in the whole of Germany will amount to about 564,000 
cwt., exceeding that of 1907 by 81,000 cwt. 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin (Mr. P. Von Schwabach) has 
Fruit and Potato forwarded the following particulars of the fruit 
Crops in Berlin and potato crops within his Consular District :— 
District The good prospects of a large fruit crop in 
a this district have been largely dissipated by the 
weather conditions prevailing during the last few weeks (report 
dated 17th August), heavy thunderstorms, accompanied by hail, 
having caused a considerable amount of damage. Fusicladium, a 
disease common to certain fruit trees, has also been rather preva- 
lent, and has reduced the crot. 

The province of Brandenburg, which, owing to its large urban 
population, and especially to the requirements of the city of Berlin, 
consumes not only its own produce, but is also dependent upon 
supplies from abroad, is experiencing a good crop of apples, while 
pears are not so abundant. The yield of cherries and plums is 
satisfactory, and currants and gooseberries are being gathered in 
considerable quantities. 

In Saxony, a province that in good years is able to export 
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to the United Kingdom a considerable quantity of plums, 
cherries, pears, currants, and early potatoes, the crop is small this 
year. The production of gooseberries, currants, apples, cherries, 
and plums must be regarded as only fair, but the crop of pears is 
even worse, and in many places is entirely lost. It is therefore 
uncertain to what extent English fruit importers can reckon upon 
supplies from that Province this year. The Chamber of Agriculture 
for the Province has, however, declared itself willing to put English 
importers into touch with firms who may have fruit for export at 
their disposal, and to give information respecting the class of fruit 
available, the quantities, freight rates, &c. Applications should be 
addressed to ‘“‘ Landwirtschaftskammer der Provinz Sachsen, Abtei- 
lung: Obstnachweis, 7, Kaiser Strasse, Halle-on-Saale.” 

The other parts of the Consular district of Berlin are of no great 
importance so far as the foreign fruit trade is concerned, the con- 
sumption being practically equal to the production. 

In spite of the sufficient rainfall which has latterly occurred, 
potatoes were not able fully to recover from the effects of a long 
period of drought. Although the present state shows a decided 
improvement, the plants have come up very unevenly, and some 
sorts are inclined to develop diseases. According to present obser- 
vations a fair crop is to be expected. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H. M. Consul at Portland, Oregon (Mr. J. Laidlaw) reports that 
harvesting in that district is well under way 


re (report dated 12th August), and it is possible 
Washington to estimate the yield of wheat. larly in the 
Oreven all summer the prospects were favourable for a 

anes large crop, but late spring wheat in scattered 


sections, particularly in Washington, was either 
burned up or reduced by extreme heat and deficiency of rainfall. 
Winter-sown wheat was not damaged to any extent. The Portland 
“ Oregonian” makes the following estimate, based on reports 
received up to 10th August :—Washington, 27,950,000 bushels ; 
Oregon, 11,850,000 bushels; Idaho, 4,250,000 bushels. The 
total of 44,050,000 is about 14,000,000 bushels less than the 
crop of 1907. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 442-3 of the “ Board of Trade 
Rice Crop in Journal” of the 27th August, respecting the 
Canton District, Prospects of the rice crop in certain districts of 

* China, the following information (dated 27th 
July) has now been received from the British Vice-Consul at 
Canton relative to the rice crop in that district :— 
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‘“ A somewhat unusually dry spring caused anxiety as to the 
prospects of the first rice crop, which is harvested about the end of 
July. The drought was, however, as is frequently the case in 
China, followed in the middle of June by excessive rain which, 
falling unceasingly for days, caused an unprecedented rise in the 
waters of the North, West and East Rivers, which burst their banks 
in many places and caused the worst inundation of the districts in 
the neighbourhood of those rivers that has taken place for thirty 

ears. 

‘* ‘The rice and mulberry fields were in many instances completely 
submerged, and such was the force of the water that the young 
rice was carried for miles down the main channels in the undertow. 
The subsidence of the floods showed in some places a clean sweep, 
not only of the paddy, but of the soil, and in other places thick 
deposits of sand and pebbles were left behind. 

‘‘ The popular estimate places the loss for the whole Province at 
anywhere between 40 per cent. and 60 per cent. of the crop, though 
no annual statistics are available from which to make any exact 
calculation. In some of the districts where the flood was most 
severe the loss is about 80 per cent. of the entire first crop. 

‘A serious feature of the case is that, although the time for 
sowing the seed for the second crop, harvested in November, is 
approaching, very little seed seems to be available, and it is feared 
that large areas will have to lie fallow for want of it. Nothing but 
a bumper second crop can preserve the Province from the greatest 
distress through the winter, and although stocks are considerable, 
and relief is being energetically supplied to those in immediate 
need, the real pinch will only be felt about the time for the harvest- 
ing of the second crop. It should be borne in mind that the 
Province of Kwangtung does not, in normal years, produce sufficient 
rice to feed its large population, and draws regularly both on the 
Yangtse and on Indo-China for the remainder.” 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th August, 1908, 
Cotton Statistics. was 20,979 (including 77 bales British West 
Indian and 200 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the thirty-five weeks ended the 
27th August was 2,306,312 (including 7,941 bales British West 
Indian and 6,238 bales British West African). The number of 
bales exported during the week ended the 27th August was 1,865 
and during the thirty-five weeks, 303,858. 
For further details see p. 493. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


The ‘‘ Sierra Leone Royal Gazette” publishes the report of the 
Collector of Customs on the Customs statistics 


Trade in 1907. 


of the Colony for the year ended 31st December, 


1907, from which the following table, showing 
the values of the imports and exports from and to the principal 
countries, with corresponding figures for the year 1906, has been 












































prepared :— 
Imports into Sierra | Exports from Sierra 
Leone. Leone. 
From and to— 
1906. 1907. 1906. 1907. 

£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom iis 657,661 708,765 181,614 195,159 
British West African Colonies 24,254 22,745 46,138 47,719 
Foreign West African Colonies 50,311 68,635 66,434 77,652 
Germany aa sea 109,269 111,103 231,824 350,720 
France... see bbe sid 3,526 5,409 332 4,294 

Other European Countries ... 19,373 31,031 — — 

United States of America ... 17,666 25,743 o= — 

Other Countries 3,791 14,591 — — 
Total ... 885,851 $88,022 526,342 675,544 

MEXICO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Guadalajara (Mr. P. G. Holms), in 
reporting on tanning plants in Mexico, states 
that the ‘‘ cascalote” is the principal tannin- 
producing plant in that region. It is a rapid 
tanner, but produces a spongy kind of leather very inferior 
in quality. Much of the “cascalote” is exported to Germany, 
but little finding its way to the United Kingdom. ‘ Guamuchil” 
is another tanning substance used most effectively. The bark 
of this tree contains a very high percentage of tannin, treat- 
ment with which has given leather of excellent quality. The 
Vice-Consul is informed that there are many classes of plants in 
the Guadalajara district yielding root, bean, nut or bark eminently 
endowed with the essential quality required in tanning, and if 
scientific attention were devoted to them, they would, it is thought, 
probably solve many problems before the tanner at the present 
time. In view of the fact that the Republic exports large quantities 
of raw hides, the Vice-Consul is of opinion that there is an oppor- 
tunity for the establishment of a first-class tannery, promoted by 
British capital, both at Guadalajara and elsewhere in Mexico, where 
cattle are plentiful. 


Tanning 
Industry. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 35 weeks ended 
27th August, 1908 :— 


























Week ended 35 Phas cag Week ended oe 
ial eeidiad 9 
are eee hi27th August] AUgUSts orth August, 
, 1908. : 1908. 
| 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American Oe es 11,413 1,806,344 702 194,178 
Brazilian nO a fos — 19,046 5 2,258 
East Indian ... er ied 888 95,024* 579 34,322 
Egyptian sents «he 3,215 310,362 497 69,542 
Miscellaneous 54637 75,536*7) 82 3,558 
Total 20,979 2,306,312 1,865 303,858 

















* Corrected figures. 
+ Including 77 bales British West Indian and 200 bales British West African. 
” 7,941 ” ” ” 6,238 ”? ” 9 ” 
NoTE.—Cotton ‘in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” 7 described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 29th August, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

& dd. &. & & dd. 

Week ended 29th August, 1908 30 10 24 «5 ||) ee 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... ied ove eee ove re 25 #1 ) Se 

1902 ... aan wn $4s or al a 8 24 6 19 10 

1903 ... ous sn sas eee came 8 22 5 18 5 

1904 ... obs ove dns vee soe 25 3 16 3 

1905 ... bee one see pee veel ae ae 23. 5 1 9 

1906 ... ae pale ond ope a 24 3 16 6 

1907 ... sen ats mm bee | od 10 24 6 18 ll 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 29th August, 1908, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 














Week ended | Correspond- 
- 29th Aug., | ing Week in 
1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves coe §=—s oes| += Nuumber 11.035 10,194 
Sheep andlambs ...  «. «ws. . a 2.311 408 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee ee 9 — — 
Horses... oon ses ose one oon - 208 831 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and a. Cwts. 92,176 137,505 
Mutton . 99 ” 99 102,148 130,751 
Pork am ee = 6,561 8,174 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
SR rubies th eke ade ede iat Cwts. 103,092 23,397 
Beef eee ove coe eee oa ; - 2,017 2,616 
I as Eee a ee age ee X 23,673 37,417 
Pork eco eee seo io 4,227 5,979 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh eco seo . 7,836 10,942 
- ” salted . = 1,355 (1,215 
» preserved otherwise than . by “salting “ 11,111 7,069 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee eee eee eee eee ° Cwts. “ 79, 868 73,678 
Margarine eve eee eee eee : 99 14 083 17,666 
Cheese ... ove ° ~ 58, 172 67,714 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums _ ove ° “ — _ 
9 CECBM aco eee ove eee , 103 15 
» condensed ee one oe “ 17,635 14,784 
» preserved, other kinds... cee oe 86 51 
Eggs 7a ae ae |. an ee 349,020 416,271 
Poultry .. eve eee eco eee : Value £ 2,153 2,116 
Game on oce cco ose oe - . 170 720 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) eee . Cwts. 23,823 50,689 
Lard we ee eee - 32,042 29,649 
"= gas, meal, and flour :— 
eve cee ee eco : Cwts, 1,761,100 1,988,000 
Wheat meal and flour eee ose oe ua 230,900 201,900 
Barley... cee vee cee oce oe - 534,300 522,500 
Oats oes ove ove eee one , “ 225,200 122,300 
Peas ove eee ove ove eee ee - 12,930 40,120 
A iia. ee cml, lene ale s 5,850 18,120 
Maize orIndian corn ... 9.0 = aes we am 831,800 1,086,600 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples une eco eco - Cwts. 18,986 15,752 
Apricots and peaches ove ove oe ose 105 599 
Bananas ... eee eco oes cee .-| Bunches 133,362 156,464 
Cherries ... ase - sn obe .-| Cwts. _ 77 
Currants ... see ane : eee - am 37 420 
Gooseberries... ees ese a oe -. — — 
Grapes ... ove ee ove eve se om 14,384 31,148 
Lemons ... _ om ove ove - a 9,923 12,364 
Oranges ... oe ove eee ove - ~ 1,839 1,564 
Pears a. ove eee ove ove - 9 56,100 59,505 
Plums ... oe ove eee een - ‘~ 31,640 49,577 
Strawberries... see oes oe one - 36 — 
Unenumerated ... 9 0. = see tee a 26,850 23,695 
Hay ... ne ose nae on we ‘ Tons 422 909 
Straw ove eve ove ove eee oe o 320 788 
Hope litter ove ee cee ove - - 1,220 1,582 
eee eee eee eee eee se Cwts. 1,143 818 
Locus beans mer, 4000... ee he a yh 733 2,070 
—* raw :— 
ions... ove ove eee a .--| Busbels 144,135 189,410 
Potatoes oe ese coe ae ; Cwta. 40,869 40,461 
Tomatoes vee coe ove seo oe ‘a 28,762 26,435 
Unenumerated ... eos eee eco | Value £ 4,918 2,853 
Vegetables, dried ... “0 ies wwe és Ov ts. 7,989 3,582 
reserved by canning ... a a <a fe 3.329 3,524 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 5d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes of 
the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 
1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first 
volume and 3s. 4d. for the second volume. This publication, 
which contains much more detailed and exhaustive information 
than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the first 
volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), and in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The ‘“ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the August 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in July; Report of Select 
Committee on Home Work; Wages and Hours of Labour in the 
Metal Trades of Belgium; Employment Registries in Austria in 
1906 ; Italian Emigration in 1907 ; and Recent Conciliation Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 4,086. Trade and Commerce of Paraguay in the year 1907. 


Import and export trade ; penditure ; external and in- 
hints to British traders. ternal debts. 

Immigration; census re- Railways, telegraphs and 
turns. roads. 

Custom-house accommoda- Shipping and navigation ; 
tion. dredging. 

Banking ; revenue and ex- Sketch map. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 


r a oe eres oe ee ee 7 Tes FS sect Sina! te Pie” = ats Sy tA Sey 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,087. Trade of the Kerman (Persia) Consular District in the 
year ended 20th March, 1908. 


General conditions of trade 
and communication. 
Mineral wealth. 


Harvest conditions and pros- 
pects. 
Sketch map. 


No 4,094. Trade, Commerce and Agriculture of Surinam (Dutch 
Guiana) in the year 1907. 


Population, language, cur- 
rency, weights and measures. 

Imports, exports and ship- 
ping. 

Agricultural industries (ban- 
anas, cocoa, coffee, sugar, rice). 


Immigration and colonisa- 
tion. 

Gold mining. 

Railway and steamship com- 
munications. 


Sketch map. 


No. 4,097. Trade of South Italy for the year 1907 (Supplementary). 


Hemp harvest; bad year for 


farming. 

Sale and export of State 
quinine. 

Government improvements 


in the production of salt. 
New route to India; Italian 
line to Australia; new steam- 


ship service to Malta. 

Increased textile trade with 
Egypt. : 

Statistics of imports, exports, 
shipping, emigration and immi- 
gration. 

Division of emigrant traffic 
by companies. 


Reports on the trade of Bari, Reggio Calabria, Barletta, Gioia 
Tauro and Casteilammare di Stabia are appended. 


No. 4,099. Trade and Commerce of Fiume in the year 1907. 


Analyses of imports, ex- 
ports and shipping. 

Emigration. 

New industries (Portland 
cement, oil-seed crushing, fer- 
tilisers). 


No. 4,101. 


Increase in total trade and 
jin trade with the United 
Kingdom. 

Detailed statistics and notes 
on imports and exports. 

Inauguration of the Guate- 


Shipping communications ; 
harbour works. 
Map of the 


Hungarian- 
Croatian littoral. 


Trade of Guatemala for the year 1907. 


mala Railway; forthcoming 
line from Santa Anna, Salva- 
dor, to the Guatemalan 
frontier. 

Freight rates. 

Sketch map. 
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No. 4,102. 


Statistics of imports and 
exports: increase in British 
imports. 

Openings for British trade. 

Opposition to proposed 
mining law to prevent 
foreigners from acquiring 
mining properties in Mexico. 

Proposed rope-makiug in- 
dustry. 


Trade of Mexico for the year 1907. 


Amalgamation of Mexican 
Central Railway and National 
Railroad Companies. — 

Reform of Banking Laws. 

Establishment of Chambers 
of Commerce. 

Increase in British Consular 
staff. 


Reports on the trade of Chihuahua, Colima and Manzanillo, 
Ensenada, Guadalajara, La Paz and Mazatlan are appended. 


No. 4,105. 


Trade and Commerce of the Consular District of 


Chiengmai (Siam) for the year 1907. 


Notes and statistics on im- 
ports and exports by various 
routes. 


Railway construction and 
repair. 
No. 4,107. 


Production of rubber. 

Increasing prosperity in 
Lakhon, Phre, and Nan. 

Sketch map of the Consular 
district. 


Trade and Commerce of the Faroe Islands and 


Iceland for the year 1907. 


Notes on fishing industry 
and on imports and exports. 


New line of steamers from 
Bergen. 
Crop report. 


Reports on the trade of Reykjavik, Seydisfjord, and Westmann 


Islands are appended. 


No. 4,108. 


Notes on the trade in piece- 
goods, yarn, machinery and 
metals, and opium. 

Unsatisfactory year for ex- 
ports—silk, tea, raw cotton, 
Xe. 


Trade of Shanghai for the year 1907. 


Opening of the Shanghai- 


Nanking Railway. 


Trade marks. 
Shipping notes and _sta- 


tistics. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been published by the Colonial 
Office since the last issue of the ‘Board of Trade Journal,” 


v1zZ. :— 
No. 571. 
_ Se we 


Annual. 


Malta, 1907-8. 
British Honduras, 1907. 








498 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 3, 1908. 





Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Passengers to and from places out of Europe, July. ([Cd. 
3,972-VI.] Price dd. 

This return shows the numbers and nationalities of the pas- 
sengers that left, or arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from 
places out of Europe, and the net balance of such passengers 
outward or inward, during the month and seven months ended the 
31st July, 1908, compared with the corresponding periods in 1907. 

During the seven months ended the 3lst July, 1908, the total 
number (provisional) of passengers that left the United Kingdom 
for places out of Europe was 206,456, as compared with 370,440 
during the corresponding period of 1907, and the total number 
(provisional) that arrived in the United Kingdom from places out 
of Europe during the first seven months of 1908, was 230,992, as 
compared with 167,630 during the corresponding period of 1907. 
The balance of the total movement shows that the number of pas- 
sengers that arrived in the United Kingdom from places out of 
Europe exceeded the number of passengers that left the United 
Kingdom for places out of Europe by 24,536 during the first seven 
months of 1908, while during the corresponding period of 1907 the 
number of passengers that left the United Kingdom for places out 
of Europe exceeded the number that arrived in the United 
Kingdom from places out of Europe by 202,810. 


Fifty-first Report of the Commissioners of His Majesty’s Inland 
Revenue, for the year ended March 31st, 1908. [Cd. 4,226.] Price 
ls. 8d. 

The net receipts of Inland Revenue duties in the United 
Kingdom (including the amounts allocated to the local taxation 
accounts) were 97,273,673/. during the year ended March 31st, 
1908, as compared with 97,145,6171. during the preceding year. 
Of the net receipts in 1907-8, the sum of 35,724,585/. was derived 
from excise duties, 19,108,256/. from estate, &c., duties, 7,930,585/. 
from stamp duties, 710,002/. from land tax, 1,939,865/. from 
inhabited house duty, and 31,860,380/. from income tax. 


Gas Undertakings (Local Authorities). Return relating to all 
Authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to 
Local Authorities, for the year ended the 25th day of March, 1907 
(in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 394, of Session 1906). 
339. Price 5$d. 

Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all Authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom other than those of Local Authorities, 
for the year ended the 31st day of December, 1906 (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper No. 393, of Session 1906). 338. Price 19d. 
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Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada and Queensland have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal ” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 








indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


India.—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 
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INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of “ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and:to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Queensland.—The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 


Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 


New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 


South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 


Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 
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